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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has. – Margaret Mead
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From a small group of committed and thoughtful students with interest in
contributing their time, energy, and service towards helping their peers
address conflict constructively and deter bullying behavior came an
unexpected and fruitful partnership with FUSD’s Restorative Practices Office
and CEC. During the three semester and counting partnership, RP and CEC
collaboratively engaged students in restorative practices focused on building,
affirming, and repairing relationships. Spring of 2019 students facilitated an
administration team circle using restorative practices to share and collaborate
their vision of the Peace Bridge Mural Project. The Principal and her
leadership team collaborated with the students in revising a blueprint of what
the Peace Bridge would include and showed support by creating a Peer
Mediator Class at Terronez where students now learn the processes of
peacemaking while serving their peers. Way to go Terronez!
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RENEWING THE SOCIAL CONTRACTAMERICAN VALUES
DR. STEPHEN A. MORRIS

It is a rare and precious moment when you are an
eyewitness to a significant moment in history. While in
Mississippi, due to a family loss, Gladys and I were
invited by Mississippi State Representative Stephanie
Foster, into the chambers of the Mississippi House to
hear the debate and discussion to remove the
Confederate battle flag symbol from the state flag. Each
state representative who spoke referred to the
friendship that developed between Democrats and
Republicans. So, I began asking questions and soon
discovered that months before the issue of changing the
flag came up, the Speaker of the House scheduled free
times for all the members of the House to come together
to get to know one another. His actions made it possible
for African Americans and Whites to respect each other
and to express that respect while confronting a very
controversial issue. The bill to change the flag passed in
both State Houses and Governor signed the bill into law.
All three branches demonstrated how democracy is
supposed to work, and when we disagree, we can still
value one another. It was impressive to see the old flag
removed and a victory for democracy.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
DR. JOHN MINKLER

Civil dialogue and deliberation are essential skills
to secure our democracy, with active participation in
our representative government and community
problem solving. As CEC shifts to more of a communitybased program, we are planning Community
Conversations on current issues, like public safety and
social justice, economic equity and health. We are
talking with Valley PBS and Fresno State to find ways to
produce these Community Conversations to model
respectful civil dialogues on these issues. These videos
will be available to teachers to show students and guide
discussions. Then we offer the Web Dialogues for
students to share their opinions and ideas with diverse
students from across the Central Valley.
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KEEP CIVIC EDUCATION ALIVE!
DR. JOHN MINKLER

CEC has a plan to engage middle and high school students in virtual Web Dialogues on current
issues. Steve and John are creating podcasts for teachers to show students to affirm American
civic values and agreements to participate in civil dialogue and democratic deliberation. We
plan to match students with non-profits, businesses and government agencies to facilitate service
learning and civic engagement, in preparation for the new California Seal of Civic Engagement.
However, COVID-19 has limited the ability of schools to contract with CEC, so we lose half of our
income. We seek new sources of funding to sustain our organization and expand our services.
Sincere thanks to the many people who have contributed over $10,000 to our GoFundMe site;
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/let-youth-be-heard-support-civic-education-in-thecentral-valley/civiceducationcenterincciviceducationcenter
The pandemic crisis has increased the alienation of students from school and community,
especially for students of color in low income areas. Their voices will not be heard without help
from us. Teachers are searching for meaningful ways to engage students online. We can do that, if
donations come in from people like you. Consider people you know who may consider a donation.
Contact us to reach out to them with a call.
Kaye Bonner Cummings has offered to match 5 donations of $250. You can double your donation
on GoFundMe. Thanks to Kaye and the 5 new donors!!

MENTAL HEALTH
DR. JOHN MINKLER

Many Central Valley students suffer from mental health problems, including trauma, depression,
hyperactivity, and anxiety, especially non-white students in low income neighborhoods. These are
compounded by the isolation due to COVID-19. The Fresno Trauma and Resilience Network brings
experts and service providers together to learn best practices to serve these students. We know
that schools have a vital role in teaching emotional, social and civic skills to guide students to
manage feelings, develop healthy relationships and engage in responsible participation in school and
community. The CEC program supports these with civic education. Research shows that positive
experiences with students working together to serve their community builds resilience and a sense
of purpose and connection, enhancing mental health.
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HONOR AMERICAN VALUES
DR. JOHN MINKLER

When faced with civil unrest and moral confusion, CEC guides students to learn and practice the
founding values of our nation. Every generation needs to renew those civic values in relation to the
challenges they face. There is an essential balance between the core values of liberty and unity.
Our veterans and civil rights leaders remind us that freedom isn’t free. We have to defend our
freedom, sometimes with sacrifice and service. The national motto, E Pluribus Unum, calls us to
accept responsibility to overcome our differences and abide by our democratic agreements,
seeking a more perfect union. For example, the challenge of ending the pandemic requires
that we wear masks in public. Will we model the balance between liberty and unity for youth?
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